Gc 

974.502 

P948ch 
1778953 


REYNOLOS  HISTORICAL. 
GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


ALLEN  COUNTY  PUBUC  LIBRARY 


833  0 


067  6556 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/ownersofhousesinOOchac 


1778953 


F. 
8457 
.  164 


Chace,   Henry  Richmond,         1838-    ■  j., 

Ov/ners  of  houses  in  the  compact 
part  of  Providence.     1770.  Located 
by  H.R. Chace...        [  Provi  dene  e  ,  R .  I .  j 
1906.  sq.Q. 

J.'c  r  '  ri. : 

Blueprint  title-page. 
Composed  of  seven  typewritten 
sheets  and  thirteen  blueprint  maps. 


MT.   T  i;_  0  /  7  -7 


Tli^re  are  four  fairly  raliable  lists  of  tlie  houses  in  the  Compact 
^   part  of  th.e  Tovm  of  Providanca  prior  to  1800.    They  are  knov/n  and  are 
dated  as  follows:- 

#1        TlicJ  Ilata  Streak  for  an  Enf^ina  1759. 

■.•.•)" 

#11      The  Kincsley  Carpenter  list  of  huildincs  1771. 

■  4.:        ..  V  '1       •  -  • 

#111  The  AsBesbors  Tax  List  1779. 
#IY      The  United  States  Tax  List  1796. 

The  Eate  Strealc  for  an  Engine,   January  1759,   is  numhered  323  in  the 
collection  of  Town  Papers  in  the  Record  Commissioners  Office  in 
Providence,  R,  I.      It  is  on  one  side  of  a  single  sheet  of  paper,  and 
contains  a  list  of  tv/o  hundred  and  twentjr-five  ncgfnas,  with  s\m?i  attach- 
ed of  various  amounts,   showing  the  amount  assessed  each  individual 
Whose  name  is  on  the  list,  tov;ards  paying  for  on    Engine  for  use  in 
the  Compact  part  of  the  Tov/n  in  case  of  Pire,  •  >a 

After  the  Pire  of  1758  that  destroyed  the  Court  House,  located  on 
the  lot  on  Meeting  Street  where  the  Brick  School  House  now  stands, 
a  Committee  was  appointed  by  the  General  Assembl.y,  consisting  of 
>  Ohadiah  Brown  and  JanBS  Angell,   to  rate  the  housings  nnd  all  other 
things  in  the  Compact  part  of  the  To^7n  of  Providence,  v/hich  are  vUi•^; 
liahle  to  he  destroyed  by  Pire,^a  sum  of  money  to  purchase  an  ISngine 
of  large  size. 

The  General  Assembly  also  enacted,   that  the  limits  of  the  Conipact 
part  of  the  To;m  were  to  include,  and  conpreiiend,  the  house  of  Ja'oaz 
V/liipple,  and  that  of  Peter  Randall  standing  opposite  to  it,  and  from 
thence  Southward,   all  the  buildings  that  are  or  sliall  be  orected, 
butting  on,   or  near  adjacent,  to  the^  streets,  both  old  and  nev?-,  to 
the  utmost  extent,  together  witli  all  the  laills  and  Houses  in  that  part 


of  tlie  said  Tovm,  v/liich  is  called  Charlesto;vn  as  far  V/astward  as  the 
4,    Tovm  Pound,  and  all  such  part  of  the  said  Town  as  is  called  the  Point, 
as  far  W^stv/ard  as  the  Burying  Place. 

The  list  as  made  out  "by  the  Committee,  "begins  v/ith  tho  ■names  of 
Jabez  Wliipple  and  Peter  Randall,  who  had  ho-uses  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Tovm  ilighway,   near  the  lane  leading  to  the  Grist  Llills  of 
Elisha  Brovm,   later  known  as  Thurhers  Mills.      Tiie  list  includes  the 
house  holders  on  both  sides  the  road  and  Town  Street,  as  far  south  as 
where  Wickenden  nov/  crosses  Benefit  Street,  and  talcing  in  the  houses 
on  Charles  Street  and  near  the  Mill  Pond,  and  also  those  houses  on 
the  V/est  side  of  the  Great  Bridge,  on  "both  sides  of  Broad  to  the 
Burying  Ground,  just  West  of  vrho,t  is  now  the  113?/  Liarket  Junction. 
Benefit  and  V/e  stminste  r  Streets  v/ere  .laid  out,   but  they  had  not  at 
this  time  bejn  built  upon,   in  fact  were  iiardly  passable. 

That  the  list  made  out  by  the  Coimnittee  is  accurate  and  contains 
a  complete  list  of  the  houses  and  stores  in  the  tovm,  at  that  date, 
is  assumed  from  the  character  of  Obadiali  Bro\7n,   a  prominent  merchant, 
and  James  Angell,  the  Tovm  Clerk,   and  from  comparison  vrith  the  Town 
Records  and  later  lists. 

It  appears  that  the  Committee,  after  going  over  the  grounds  and 
making  a  note  of  the  improvements  tliey  found  on  both  sides  of  the 
Higliways,  added  at  the  end  of  the  list,  some  twenty  seven  names  tliat 
had    been  omitted  from  their  proper  place,  and  also  some  other  names 
of  those  who  v/ere  located  OQyond  the  limits,  but  who  wished  to  be 
included  therein,   that  their  property  mig}it  be  protected  in  case  of 
^  fira. 

There  were  no  Meeting  or  School  Houses,  Work  House  or  Goal  on  the 
listj^in  all  ten  or  twelve  buildings  to  be  added  to  the  list. 


'to  £ 


1q  all 
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3. 

Tho  Kinsljy  Carpjntor  ..^ar.uiJGript  Lirjt  oi"  tho  Builclinca  in  tha  '^o.m. 
*  of  ProYidJnco  datod  January  lOtli.,   1771  "panned  from  moiaory"  hao  ojon 
printed,  Sldnjy  S.  Ridor  <£:  Brotnor,  1870. 

TliiB  liot  not  only  cives  the  najxias  ox"  tho  ov/nara  or  occur^ants, 
but  saparatcjs  tlia  improY^nanto  into  lij^llinG  Houses,   Storea  or  Shops 
and  Sarno.      It  also  indicatoa  by  tho  letters  B      R  vriiat  buildintis 
ware  built  or  r^pairsd  v/ithin  tv/anty  tv/o  years  prior  to  1771. 

This  list  as  printed  is  divided  into  four  parts: 

I  "Beginning  at  ilorth  End  of  the  Tov/n."       •  ; 

II  "An  account  of  Buildings  in  the  ileck" 

'•at  TockT/otton  and  over  by  I.Ir.  l^night's."    •  ■      .  , 

III  "Weybossst  Bridge." 

 irv  ♦nircroxic  Buildings."  '  •.;      •„■  - 

Tne  first  part  of  this  list  begins  where  tiie  17  59  list  dees,  'l^ia^- 
with  the  sajne  houses,  but  continues  only  to  Stevens  or  Hewes  Street, 
on  the  raain  highvvay- 

The  second  part  begins  at  Brov/n's  house,   on  land  no'.v  Butler 
hospital,   aiid  takes  in  the  iruprovenient s  as  far  Boutli  as  India  Point, 
and  East  of  v/hat  is  nov;  hope  Street,   sonie  fifteen  houses. 

It  then  \Tithout  a  brealv  continues,   names  the  houses  near  Tan  Yard 
Lane,    (new  Dean  St.)  and  those  on  the  Plainfield  road,   to  Jona  Olney's 
at  the  foot  of  what  is  nov;  Broadv/ay,  the  next  hou^se  on  the  list  is  on 
tiie  East  side  ox  Stevens  Bridge,  v/'iicli  brings  us  back  to  the  end  of 
tiie  first  division, 

Begind^S  again  at  Deacon  V/heaton's  hoi;se  opposite  llev/es  Street, 
on  the  East  side  of  tJie  Tov/n  higir.vay,  ^ and  going  South  along  tlie 
Stampers  hill  plat,  down  tne  Tov;n  street  to  taa  junction,  with  tha 


I 


'  0   -[  0 


road  to  'lill  Brid[s:i,  then  over  t}..i  Bridco,   tnXinz  in  aoout  a  dozm 
houass  in  Cliarlac  :ovrii,  and  aoout  tli)  ::ill  Pond,  and  Riyjr,   then  o-clc 
to  Hill  Str.J  jt,  end  dovm  tlia  Town  Stroat,  on  both  sides  to  llarkest 
Square,  t-i.in  continno5  Souti^    alone  tho  3ast  side  of  tlia  Tov/n  3tr  jet 
to  its  3nd,   than  bac^  iJorth  on  the  Vi^23t,   or  wati^r  ;:;idj,   olT  tni  3trj:t 
to  til?  Parade,   or  'L'own  Wiarf ,   noy  Market  Sf^uarj.      _  :  .  - 

■    Th3  '^/jyoooset  Brid^^  part  ox   fc:i.3  liat,  b^^insj  at  t:ie  v/^3t  end  of 
the  Gr^3at  .Bridc;3,  and  continvios  alon^  on  both  riides  of  what  was  than 
knov/n  as  the  Main  Hich'.vay,   or  road  tc  Plainfiold,  tzov;  'i^/eybocoot  and 
Proad  StrJ-3ti3,   as  far  aa  I'mddy  Dock,   continuing  only  on  the  l\'crth  sidj, 
to  the  junction  v;ith  V/jat-iinota r,   ra turning  tov/arda  the  iiast,   on  the 
South  sidj  of  thu  road,  i^aut  Snov/'s  3l2QtinG  houuj  and  lluddy  Dock  to 
th3  Erid:^j  . 

Tlia  GonfLision  craated  by  ths  changes  in  the  ordi;r  of  putting  dov/n 
tiie  nairi'is  on  tliis  liut,   is  soon  ovarcoino  by  caroful  reading,  and  t..3 
errors  in  3i)ellin^3  Doma  of  thj  r^ir.ic-s  ara  easily  datacted  hy  a  pain,3- 
toXlTi'C;  roadar.      Tiu  clatioif ica tion  of  tho  iii!pro\'3ir.enty  hsfw  J3jn 
found  to  b3  fairly  corrd-ct.  .. 

Th^j  grov/th  of  t].i'i  tov/n  i^i  clearly  siiovai  \7lien  tiiis  liat  is  coaparad 
77ith  the  Rat-  Streak  of  17  59.  .  ^    ^  ,  . 

Tlisra  ar3  fifteen  PLiblic  Buildincs  riant ion^d  at  th3  snd  of  this 
List.  ~  ...  , 


.bin 


5. 

Tlie  original  li^it  of  1779  on  t^n  pacas  of  unruled  paper,  yollow 

12. 

with  age,   6  l/2  x  15  1/2  inciies,   }in.B  dqoii  Iiandsonely  preserved  by  "beting 
nicely  bound.  '     It  is  v/itliout  titla  to  indicate  its  purpose,  and  only 
by  careful  reading  co.n  one  oee  tliat  it  is  probably  a  part  of  the  tax 
assessors  list,  and  tlie  date^  a  conjecture    based  on  internal  3vid.3nca. 
Tlie  South,  side  of  '^feybosset  Street,  from  Riclnaond  Street  to  tiie 

Siridge,   is  not  covered  by  tliis  list.      Oth^rvTise  it  is  correct  and 

■f-or 

I    very  interesting,   particularly  so  set  t/ie  brief  descriptions  given, 
of  the  houses,   shops  and  gardans. 

This  List  begins  at  the  \7est  side  of  the  .Bridge  and  continuas  along 
the  IJorth  side  of  V/estminste r  Street  to  aV;out  opposite  Burrill  Street, 
then  crossing  the  stre  it,   return^along  the  South  side^V/estminster  to 
Turks  llaad.      There  are  forty  one  buildings,   jnclucUng  those  on  Sugar 
t,cl~3  ariTar^iTioii'St"ree ts ,  wht^  re  tiiere  were  only  ten  in  1771.  ■  -  . 

Prom  Turks  Head  along  the  iJorth  Si  da  of  \7eybosset  and  Broad  to  tlie 
)     jujiction  at  Jiigh  Street,  there  are  now  forty  ono  Viouses  rand  twent^^ 
four  stores.      llaar  Deoii  straet  and  xiartha  Brovm's  Inn,  there  Ts  a 
cluster  of  eight  houses.      OTnen  beginning  near  Suijiner  Street  on  the 
South  side  of  High,  and  Broad,   to  wliero  Richmond  Street  is 'nov;,  there 
are  twenty  nouses  and  ten  sliops .      ProLi  this  i)oint  the  list  omits 
all  mantion  of  Improvements  on  the  South  side  the  road  to  the  Brid^a 
out  from  the  1798  list,  the  ovmers  names  and  character  of  the  :iouses 
I     can  ba  obtained. 

Tiie  list  continues  from  the  South    of    the  Brick    Iilarket  ilouse, 
I     on  the  'Jest  side  of  \7ater  (nov/  South  Ilain)  Street,   to  ?:jlj  Bnd  Cove, 
and  here  we  find  forty  on^  houses  and  fifty  two  stores  or  sliops, 
four  Distill  houses  and  thirty  three  Wharfs,   t:ien  crossing     ti^a  road 
at  ..lis  End  Cove         returnillorth  on  the  East  side'v/ater  Street  to 


br.r^  ISO/ ^ivnjji; 


-^0  e 


7. 


Tlio  United  States  T.ax  Lint  of  179^,   nov;  In  V.V'i  i)oss-;J3Sion  ci"  tho 
^    Rlioda  Islr-,nd  ]Iii-;toricn.l  Society,  :-n,3  baan  (IjBcrib^d  in  ona  of  tl-jir 
Publications.   Vol.  VI  j1  llav;  L3ario«  Jo.  3^   1^00,   iiiul^r  t::^  titL:  of 
"Bsnefit  ^jtrj3t  i;i  1798",   r,nd  tiior>o  :ir;te  rii^tod  ar-i  riT^rrad  to  ".lO 
article. 

T]ia  doscript  j.on  i3  v.^ry  co}n|,ieti^,    out  do.3S  not  cy  ir:stimat.:  itr. 
Talu3  to  t::.3  local  Ui sto riau^  as  a:i  aid  in  cDtaiiiinc  a  knc\7lGdp;a  of  t>3 
conditions  of  tlid  lior.oa  and  let  ovmors  in  Vi\m  toxin  at  "clir.t  tLne - 

The  info  mat  ion  contained  in  iihJu  list  i-aiB  CQnG:;dv3.'3d  of 

sufficient  intjroat  to  vmrrant  it^3  firran^^d  in  a  inor.:  c^^-P-^ic 

fonn  tli-vi  io  por^i^ibl'EJ  in  tlio  ■nxiu:'.l  troc  In^tv 

Cardn  /lavi  'b^jan  inda  of  each  lot  vi^ntionad  in  t-a  li^jt,   as  well  ::.s 
of  t}io  ov/iuro  and  occup'-intjs; 

The  tovrn^an  tlioii  "bound.^d^ 'lar;  l)C:::  -i     5  ■^-idod  into  ei;^nt.ijn  jj^ctiona^ 
and  to  each  asction  has  Ijjjn  allotted  tUo  cards  i)rop-'rly  beloncin^; 
to  it, 

Ilaps  hav:J  "03  on  ni^^.d.:;  for  aac]-.  r-i.-jct:' on,  ar,d  alon^'  thj  }\iz'^'^\rxy^  and 
tc.yn  strjets  havj  ijjjn  placod  ■:^LCi  n;X:.ciy  of  t]]j  G-.,'"norc  of  thj  lets 
and  hour32G  found  cn  thosa  co.rds^in  ':he  ordar  th?y  sh.ould  L'O". 

-Ajiy  errors  in  tlie  origj  rial  11  o'!;,   cr  in  placirio  the  caras,  are  isoon 
detected  V-y  the  spaces  left  oi'  cards  nnsi  laced. 

Additional  inf  0  ririati  on,  0  Uie  r  tiian  tliat  found  in  tlie  tax  list,  biit 
gleaned  froi;:  various  soirrces.   has  bjon  entered  on  the  cards.      vVitli  the 
aid  of  the  several  liats  nientrl  oriid,    it  is  possible  to  locate  t]:e 
houses^  with  the  owners  navies,   alon^^,  the  to:a:  ;;treets,at  alnost  a. .7  data 
►    desired  prior  to  175'.),    to  the  first  settlenent  of  t.iu  lov/n. 

^c-^  '/t^-  -V/r^ 


Mv\c  Jo->^C 
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